
David Cohen, winemaker at Ainoa Winery

Choosing the name to a product –

in Finnish or not?



The founders
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David Cohen, Winemaker

American Mechanical Engineer with 30+ years experience in the Molecular Biology tools industry.

In 2005 he co-founded Finnzymes Instruments Oy in Espoo, Finland. It was acquired by 
ThermoFisher Scientific in 2010.

Self-taught hobby brewer and winemaker, who borrowed techniques used in winemaking around 
the world and developed new ones to bring out the full potential of  Finnish ingredients.

Paola Guerrero de Cohen, CEO

Ecuadorian businesswoman with degree in Finance from the US.

Worked in banking, financial services and health care industries before moving to Finland.

Recognized the market need for top quality Finnish wines.

Set up company, obtained licenses, lined-up suppliers, and manages all business functions.



Market Positioning
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Luxury

Beverages

Unique in

the World

From Forest 
Flavors



Translation: Only, unique

Pronunciation: “I know a winery”

Pronunciation: “I know a winery”
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Ainoa products

Aho (meadow) – Sauvignon blanc, Semillon & strawberry blend

Ilta (evening) – Merlot & raspberry blend

Havu (coniferous) – Lingonberry & spruce tip wine

Kaamos (polar night) – Lingonberry & glögi spiced wine

Kaste (dew) – Sparkling lingonberry & meadowsweet wine

Kultainen (golden) – Special edition cloudberry wine

Kuningatar (queen) – Blueberry & raspberry dessert wine

Sametti (velvet) – Blueberry dessert wine

Silkki (silk) – Dry blueberry wine

Suven Taika (magic of  summer) – Strawberry dessert wine

Taival (journey) – Sea buckthorn & apple mead

Vaapukka (archaic word for raspberry) – raspberry dessert wine

Valokki (dialect word for cloudberry) – cloudberry dessert wine

Viive (delay) – apple cider
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In the US, we taught ourselves how to make wine from 

grapes, studying methods used around the world.

And we realized that methods varied, especially in Europe, where techniques 

were developed over centuries to take advantage of  the local terroir.

New world wines typically just try to copy old world flavors.
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Upon arriving in Finland in 2008, we used both the techniques we had learned and 

developed new methods to create wines that reflected the Finnish terroir and could 

complement the Nordic cuisine we discovered in our new home.

In 2014 we founded our winery to create fine wines that were proudly Finnish.



“Great wines are made in the vineyard”
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The limiting factor for making top quality wines is the availability of  top quality of  the fruit.

Source: OIV, year 2017 Source: Wine Business Monthly





The key to great wine is great fruit and Finland has the best 

berries in the world.

But how do you enhance these miracles of  nature to 

create miraculous wines?
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Product development
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"I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work.“

Thomas Edison

Trial and error method to create wines from native Nordic ingredients.

Average time to create a new product: 3 years.



Placing Finland on the world’s wine map
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In 2016 Sametti became the first wine from Finland 

to win a gold medal in an international competition.

To date more than 50 international quality awards for Ainoa Wines
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Placing Finland on the world’s wine map
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“Taking a typically leftfield approach from its neighbors, Finland, 

meanwhile has chosen to focus on berry wines.”



Placing Finland on the world’s wine map
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Why use Finnish names?
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To create a successful product every aspect of  it needs to be strong and give a unified message, 

including the name.

• Product Quality

• Product packaging

• Name accurately describes the product

• Authentic heritage

A native Finnish name reinforces the 

connection between the product,  

its origins and critically its heritage.
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